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ABSTRACT

Should the Government of The Bahamas legalise marijuana for the sole purpose of
creating a sustainable Marijuana Agri-tourism Habitat as a sustainable development
option on an Out Island in The Bahamas? Marijuana has been illegally utilised, both
recreationally and medicinally, in The Bahamas for years, and also across the
Caribbean, and globally. As stated by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (2018),
marijuana is one of the most widely spread illicit drugs on the market in the United
States today. However, marijuana has been legalised since 2012 to 2016 in 10 states
in the USA, and in some European countries since the 1970s. The Caribbean is on
the path to joining those that have legalised marijuana. In neighbouring Jamaica,
marijuana for recreational purposes has been legalised since 2015 (Gov. of Jamaica,
2015). The main question this study is seeking to explore is whether The Bahamas
can become one of the first country in the Caribbean to establish a revenue model in
generating a sustainable environment centred on the growth and production of
marijuana. Proposing such an environment does have policy implications in the
legalisation of marijuana for this purpose. The study is cognisant that under the
United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in 2015, countries
around the world are mandated to develop innovative strategies that seek to alleviate
poverty, strive for zero hunger, provide decent work, foster economic growth, build
sustainable cities and overall move toward global partnership for these sustainable
goals. Hence, this proposed project, addresses several of the SDGs. From the study,
the researchers concluded that with innovative rational by the government, a
paradigm shift in policy development with respect to the growth of marijuana for non-
traditional uses can be conceptualised.

Keywords: Agritourist or Agrotourism, Sustainability, Small Island Developing State,
MATH (Marijuana Agri-Tourism Habitat), Millennials, Sustainable Habitat
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