Research Edge Working Paper Series, no. 18 p. 1

A UNIVERSITY
OF THE BAHAMAS

RESEARCH EDGE

-

~

A NEW FORMAT FOR REPORTING ECONOMIC DATA FOR

.

THE BAHAMAS

K. Johnathan A. Rodgers

University of The Bahamas, Nassau, The Bahamas
Email: kjarodgers@gmail.com

/

Working Pagper Serces

No. 18, January 2019

University of The Bahamas



mailto:kjarodgers@gmail.com

Research Edge Working Paper Series, no. 18 p. 2

The Office of Graduate Studies & Research of University of The Bahamas publishes
RESEARCH EDGE Working Paper Series electronically.

© Copyright is held by the author or authors of each Working Paper.

RESEARCH EDGE Working Paper Series cannot be republished, reprinted or reproduced in any format without the permission
of the paper’s author or authors.

Note: The views expressed in each paper are those of the author or authors of the paper. They do not represent the views of
the Office of Graduate Studies & Research and University of The Bahamas.

Compiled and edited by:
Dr. Vikneswaran Nair
Dr. Earla Carey-Baines
Virginia Ballance

Office of Graduate Studies & Research
University of The Bahamas

University Drive

P.O. Box N-4912, Nassau, The Bahamas

Tel: (242) 397-2601/2602
E-mail: grants@ub.edu.bs

University of The Bahamas


mailto:grants@ub.edu.bs

Research Edge Working Paper Series, no. 18 p. 3

A NEW FORMAT FOR REPORTING ECONOMIC DATA FOR
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ABSTRACT

Economic data are most frequently used by economic stakeholders like policy
makers, businessmen, investors and other stakeholders. These data are used to
assess current economic conditions and trends and the potential for the same to
impact their various areas of interest. Unfortunately, in The Bahamas there is a
relative scarcity of comprehensive, relevant and digestible economic data readily
available for stakeholders. Currently, there are only two local sources of economic
data - The Central Bank of The Bahamas’ Quarterly Report and the Department of
Statistics’ website. There is also an Annual International Monetary Fund (IMF) Report
and sporadic reports from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and
contracted groups like Oxford Economics. Although all of these reports contain useful
information, they are often deficient in terms of formatting, relevancy of information
and adequate benchmarking. Furthermore, there is a fair measure of cognitive bias
and rose colored interpretation of the reported data. Hence, this presentation will offer
a different format for presenting economic data that will allow viewers to easily find
collated data relevant to their area of interest. In some cases, benchmarks will be
provided to help better identify troubled sectors of the economy. Lastly, the
presentation will also include some additional data that are not usually included in the
typical reports as well as some new data related to the economic impact of
governance and policy on the economy.
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John Rodgers is an entrepreneurial Bahamian eye surgeon with a reputation for economic
commentary, having forecast the Bahamian housing crisis as well as BOB and Government
and sovereign debt crisis in 2013.

He studied medicine at London University in England, interned at the Hackney Hospital in
London and specialised in ophthalmology at the University of Toronto, becoming board certified
in 1981 and a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons (Canada) and the Royal
College of Ophthalmologists (United Kingdom) in 1982. He was an assistant clinical professor
at Yale University, and consultant ophthalmologist at the Princess Margaret Hospital in Nassau.
He maintains his private practice at BAHAMAS VISION CENTRE in the Harbour Bay Shopping
Centre, and is currently an associate staff member at Mt. Sinai Hospital in Toronto.

He has extensively studied Economics and has published 2 books, “Is it Really Better in the
Bahamas ... for Bahamians” in 2010, and “The Bahamian Dream” in 2013, focusing on the
Bahamian economy.

Dr Rodgers was the founder of Omni Financial Services which offers a cadre of financial

services including money transfers, micro lending, bill payment services, debit cards, cash
management and a soon to be launched mobile money platform.
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