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MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT

“..we have seen all College
constituents — administration,
faculty, staff, students and
alumni, come together to
significantly contribute
towards the building of the
new university.”
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his year will go down in history as the last academic year of The College of The Bahamas. In Fall 2016 we will officially
transition to university status and begin a new mission to “advance and expand access to higher education, promote
academic freedom, drive national development and build character through teaching, learning, research, scholarship and
service."

This last year at COB has been extremely rewarding, as we have seen all College constituents — administration, faculty, staff, students
and alumni, come together to significantly contribute towards the building of the new university. In particular, | am proud of our
students who have worked with us on critical elements of the new University of The Bahamas Bill and who have been diligently
working to create the constitution for a new Student Government Association.

We are committed to improving our campus facilities and broke ground for the new GTR Campbell Small Island Sustainability
Research Complex. This new building will house new science labs, classroom spaces and offices for the Faculty of Pure and Applied
Sciences. This building will be a hub for student and faculty research. Our programme is a flagship programme and the research that
we produce, if implemented, will help to change our country in myriad ways for the better.

This year, we worked with the Government on the launch of the State of the Nation Report in April, which outlined the areas that will
be addressed in the National Development Plan. We are excited to be involved in the creation of a National Development Plan, as
many of our future academic programmes will align with the needs articulated in the plan, ensuring that we educate and produce
citizens who will fill roles necessary for the growth and development of The Bahamas.

| look forward to the 2016-2017 Academic Year, when we will usher in a new era for the institution, as the University of The Bahamas.

Rodney D. Smith, Ed.D.
President
The College of The Bahamas
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YEAR IN REVIEW

AUGUST 2015

2015-2016

SCHOLARS AWARDED COVETED NATIONAL
BURSARY AWARDS

Four hundred and thirty-three high school and college students
awarded the Ministry of Education’s bursary to attend the College of
The Bahamas were recognized during a formal ceremony held at the
Performing Arts Centre. The total number of students represented a
15% increase in scholarship awards over the previous year, according
to the Minister of Education Hon. Jerome Fitzgerald. Minister
Fitzgerald encouraged the students to make the most of their
opportunities and contribute to the College’s legacy of excellence.
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AUGUST 2015

PRESIDENT URGES FACULTY TO PLAN FOR
FUTURE SUCCESSES

COB commenced its final academic year before transitioning to a university

with a charge from President Dr. Rodney D. Smith to faculty to plan for
future successes. President Smith revealed how the institution was

preparing for its university charter and the infrastructural upgrades that
were in the pipeline inclusive of a $2.6 million technology upgrade and the
construction of the new formal entrance at the Oakes Field Campus. Eleven
new faculty members joined COB in Fall 2015 - eight of whom possessed
terminal degrees — while approximately 1,500 new students were accepted

at both the Oakes Field and Northern Bahamas campuses.



YEAR IN REVIEW

2015-2016 President’s Annual Report

OCTOBER 2015
(ARREB POV ERTRRAE R PRE DO RRRRRRTRRRMOORR 0 AT B

AA444

PRESIDENT SMITH SHARES VISION FOR UB

Anticipation and planning were heightened in the months leading to the
establishment of University of The Bahamas. President Dr. Rodney D. Smith
met with community and business leaders, members of civil society and
other stakeholders to explain the vision for UB, how it would drive national
development and increase access to tertiary education. He was the guest
speaker at the Rotary Club of East Nassau and explained the plans for the
creation of centres of excellence throughout the country, attracting local and
international students.

NOVEMBER 2015
HOMECOMING 2015 FORGES CONNECTIONS

Homecoming events held in November were centered on the
theme "Connecting Across Time and Space" and featured a week of
activities which included a church service, official opening
ceremony, induction of the Homecoming King and Queen, Alumni
Homecoming Annual Fund reception and a pep rally. The week
culminated with the exciting Homecoming 2015 "Battle Against
Cancer" basketball games that featured the Florida Memorial
University Lions against The College of The Bahamas Caribs on
November 6th and 7th at the Kendal G.L. Isaacs Gymnasium.
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NOVEMBER 2015
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CARIBBEAN HISTORIAN ADDRESSES
SPIRITUALITY IN THE AFRICAN DIASPORA

Regional scholar Dr. Erna Brodber, a sociologist and social historian,
was the keynote speaker at the tenth Anatol Rodgers Memorial
Lecture at the College of The Bahamas. In a presentation that
focused on “Hands Across the African Diaspora: The Case of The
Church of God and Saints of Christ," she examined the
development of The Church of God and Saints of Christ and the
work of Prophet Crowdy. Organized by the School of English
Studies and sponsored by the Rodgers Family, the lecture was held
in the auditorium of the Harry C. Moore Library and Information
Centre in November.

DECEMBER 2015

MYLES MUNROE JR. URGES STUDENTS TO
SERVE THEIR GENERATION

If there was ever any doubt, Myles Munroe Jr. sought to rid them
of it. “Greatness is in each and every one of you,” he told COB
students at the inaugural Myles Munroe Leadership Lecture.
Following in his late father's footsteps of motivating Bahamians
and citizens of the world to strive for excellence, Myles Jr. also

asserted that each person is called to serve his or her generation
by using the specific gift “that allows us to be great in our own
areas of gifting and leadership”. The lecture is held to inspire
students to see themselves as leaders and make positive
contributions to their communities, society and the world.




YEAR IN REVIEW

201 5-—201 () President’s Annual Report

SEPTEMBER 2015

BUSINESS AND THOUGHT LEADERS
INSPIRE STUDENTS

Students embraced the opportunity to learn from and be inspired by
leading business, entrepreneurial and thought leaders during the 2015
Careers Symposium, held under the theme “Create Your Career, Determine
Your Destiny." The annual event was coordinated by the COB Job Placement
Advisory Committee, hosted by the Counselling and Health Services
Department and sponsored by the Bahamas Financial Services Board.
Speakers encouraged students to plan for their future, take advantage of
available opportunities and use innovation to drive further creation.
Among the speakers were Dr. Selima Campbell-Hauber, Owner of Field to
Fork Community Farm; Raymond L. Winder, Managing Partner at Deloitte
and Touche; Joy Jibrilu, Director General of the Ministry of Tourism and
Mervin C. Sweeting Jr., Founder & CEO of Switcha Bahamas Ltd.

GOV'T COLLABORATES WITH COB TO
STRENGTHEN FOREIGN POLICY

The School of Social Sciences, in collaboration with the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration, hosted a lecture entitled
"The Relationship Between International Diplomacy and National
Governance. The commencement of the education initiative was key
as academia and the government work together to provide viable
solutions for foreign policy and national development challenges. The
College has proposed the implementation of a Government and
Public Policy Institute (GPPI) along with a degree programme in
international diplomacy.
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JANUARY 2016

COB AND PMU SIGN FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT

The College of The Bahamas and the Public Managers Union
signed a five-year contract, retroactive to 2013 which
signatories acknowledged observed the foundational principle
of shared governance. Council Chair Mr. Alfred Sears noted that
unions are critical partners in the governance of the institution.
COB President Dr. Rodney D. Smith called the signing a
momentous occasion.

FEBRUARY 2016
FOSTERING THE DEVELOPMENT OF PEACE LEADERS

Youth leaders from COB, the ministries of Education, Youth and Foreign Affairs and
Young Marine Explorers discussed the important matter of Peace and Citizenship
Education during a forum held in February and facilitated by the Department of
Human Development, Education and Employment of the Organization of American
States (OAS). It was part of a series implemented for the Caribbean region in
collaboration with tertiary institutions. Participants developed ideas for community
engagement and learned how to develop civic and citizenship education

programmes aimed at building a culture of peace.
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CULINARY PARTNERSHIP WITH KENDALL COLLEGE

COB's Culinary and Hospitality Management Institute established a
partnership to become an official affiliate institution of Kendall
College's School of Hospitality Management and Culinary Arts. The
agreement paved the way for COB to benefit from the extensive
expertise of Kendall's faculty and the quality of its world-class
curriculum to enhance Bridge Programmes and Associate and
Bachelor's Degree offerings. Both institutions held a town meeting to
announce the collaboration and invite prospective students to explore
the hospitality and culinary arts industries through the programmes
offered.

PM DELIVERS HIGHLY ANTICIPATED STATE OF
THE NATION REPORT

Asserting that the College of The Bahamas is a direct participant in shaping the
future of The Bahamas, Prime Minister Rt. Hon. Perry Christie delivered a highly
anticipated report on the state of the nation at COB's Oakes Field Campus. Civil
society, students, Members of Parliament, members of the diplomatic corps, the
Secretary-General of the International Telecommunications Union of the United
Nations, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) executives, and the raft of

other distinguished guests were present. The report was branded as "the first
milestone" on the path to a National Development Plan for The Bahamas. Chair
of the National Development Plan Steering Committee Felix Stubbs told the
nation that improvements in the country must begin with human capital.

BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna
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STANLEY WILSON AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN
RESEARCH SCHOLAR 2016

Dr. Raymond Oenbring, Assistant Professor, School of English Studies, was
the recipient of the coveted Stanley Wilson Award for Excellence in
Research honoured. He was at the Spring 2016 Commencement
Ceremony held on Thursday, 26th May, 2016 under the theme, “Sharing
the National Vision: Shaping the Future”. In June, 2003, on the occasion of
the annual Commencement Exercise, the then Council Chairman Sir
Franklyn R. Wilson, announced the establishment of an endowment fund
in support of an award for excellence in research. Named in honour of his
late brother, the Stanley R. Wilson Award for Excellence in Research
recognizes completed research by faculty published in peer-reviewed
journals or by academic publishers. The criteria for the Stanley R. Wilson
Award for Excellence in Research reflect UB's overarching mission to be
the nation'’s primary resource for research and innovation. Dr. Oenbring’s
research was entitled, "Using Web 2.0 Technologies in a College
Composition Classrooms in the Caribbean'.

JUNE 2016

PROGRAMME LAUNCHED TO GIVE STUDENTS A
“FIGHTING CHANCE" AT COLLEGE

Intended to give students a "fighting chance" at a successful college
career, The College of The Bahamas' Summer Bridging Programme was
launched in June at an inaugural orientation session held at the Harry
C. Moore Library and Information Centre. Students enrolled in the
programme participated in a six-week, academically intensive
enrichment experience and studied Math, English and Biology while
also taking counseling seminars to best prepare them for their
matriculation at The College. Family Island students were among the
first cohort. The Ministry of Education supported the programme with
an initial sum to fund scholarships. Students who successfully
completed the programme gained direct admission into The College
and were honoured during a ceremony held at the Harry C. Moore
Library and Information Centre.
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STAEE PROFILE

SAMARA SAUNDERS-HEPBURN

“We need to work towards
changing the way that our young
girls think about STEM so that
they can be prepared and we can
narrow the gender gap.”

O
E
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ATHLETICS 2015-2016
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The Athletics department continued to develop its national and international programmes and solidified key partnerships to help meet critical priorities.

Student-athletes have benefited from the addition of the institution’s first full-time, board certified Athletics Trainer and new specialized equipment in the
Wellness Centre for training and injury management.

Additionally, members of the department contributed to national sports development through their appointments to the Bahamas National Sports Academy
and the Healthy Bahamas Coalition.

Other celebrated achievements included the men’s basketball team earning their place in the New Providence Basketball Association’s playoffs for the first
time. The association named athlete Kemsy Sylvestre Co-MVP of the season and men's basketball coach Bacchus Rolle Coach of the Year.

23

The women's volleyball team also made it to the New
Providence Volleyball Association’s playoffs. Athletes
Gabrielle Ferguson and Francheska McBride were named
Best Receiver and Best Digger respectively for the 2015-2016
Volleyball Season.
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COLLABORATION WITH AIBT

On September 17, 2015 Campus Life partnered
with the Association of International Banks and
Trust (AIBT) Companies to facilitate the
participation of approximately 40 COB students
in the Nassau Conference on Wednesday,
September 23, 2015 at the British Colonial
Hilton hotel. The students were were also
extended the opportunity to participate in the
summer Student Internship and Spanish
Immersion programme.

Photo courtesy of AIBT
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RESPONDING TO A NATIONAL NEED FOLLOWING HURRICANE JOAQUIN

The tenth named storm, third hurricane, and second major hurricane of the 2015 Atlantic hurricane season, Hurricane Joaquin barreled through The Bahamas as a category four storm in
October 2015. Many islands suffered considerable devastation as a result. In the aftermath, despite the fact that some were themselves impacted by Hurricane Joaquin, students joined
the Campus Life department to organize a Hurricane Relief depot in the foyer of Harry C. Moore Library and Information Centre and coordinated the receipt, packaging and storage of

donations from students, staff and faculty. In November, students also participated in a bell ringing drive at the Oakes Field Campus to raise cash donations. In February 2016, a cheque
for hurricane relief totaling $1,363.95 was presented to the National Emergency Management Agency.
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NATIONAL YOUTH AWARD HONOURS

A number of College of The Bahamas students received top honours in the Ministry of Youth’s National Youth Awards, demonstrating the breadth of commitment
evident in leadership, volunteerism and civic responsibility. The awards were presented at a ceremony held in October at Melia Nassau Beach Resort. The awards
programme, a highlight of National Youth Month, celebrates the positive contributions of youth to community building and upliftment. Among the honourees were
COBUS President Mr. Keyron Smith, who won the Prime Minister's Cup and the Youth Leadership awards and COB student Phylicia Babb, who won the Volunteerism in

the Community Award.

27




STUDENT ENGAGEMENT PAVNERIONUCR  President's Annual Report

“»

STRENGTHENING STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Approximately 50 students participated in the annual Student Leadership Retreat held May 2016 at Camp Bahamas in Tarpum Bay, Eleuthera. The retreat is an
opportunity for students to learn about leadership attributes, strengthen relationships with colleagues and commit themselves to personal growth and
development. They also give back to the community by participating collectively in a service learning experience. The departments of Campus Life and Student
Leadership & International Relations organized the retreat which was held under the theme, SCREAM 2 (Student Leaders: Creative, Relatable, Engaged and
Authentic Motivators).
28
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CAMPUS FEST 2016

A faith-based social experience that attracted
broad student participation at the Oakes
Field Campus, the inaugural Campusfest
2016 was held in January 2016 in
collaboration with FAM Fest and Living
Waters Kingdom Ministries. The event was
held in the Performing Arts Centre where
there was barely standing room. Apostle
Raymond Wells delivered the message. More
than 500 students participated in Campusfest
2016 which was aired on Cable 12.

Photos courtesy of FAMFest
-
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Located in East Grand Bahama, the Northern Bahamas Campus represents an opportunity to serve the higher education needs of the island and also of the
northern Bahamas including Bimini, Abaco and the Berry Islands. During the academic year, there was substantial effort made to embrace the campus’
residential vision as a result of the continued generosity of the Grand Bahama Port Authority. The Port’s donation of $3 million for the construction of the first
residential multi-purpose facility served to reinvigorate a national mandate to extend access to higher education throughout the archipelago. Currently,
NBC's physical footprint comprises administrative, academic and student services, but as time progresses the campus will have greater autonomy as a centre
of excellence that helps to improve the economic development and social prospects on the island.
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FRANKLYN R. WILSON GRADUATE CENTRE
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Phase | of the project, encompassing the installation of structural components
including foundations, substructures, interior/exterior load bearing walls,
roofing and exterior doors and windows, was completed in December 2015.
Work also continued on the exterior fagade to maintain uniformity with the rest
of the campus facilities. Once completed, the centre will serve as a beacon for
higher education and graduate scholarship in the country.

G. T. R. CAMPBELL SMALL ISLAND SUSTAINABILITY COMPLEX

Following a formal groundbreaking ceremony held in May 2016, construction of
the G.T. R. Campbell Small Island Sustainability Research Complex commenced
that same month. Capital works for the first phase of the parking area began in
February 2016 and included creating a new access road. Intended to be a living
laboratory, the building is being constructed in accordance with the criteria
required for Sustainable or 'Green' buildings and will be the country's first
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) facility.
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COLLEGESEO)

November 18, 2015
- Approval of Candidates for Graduation Summer 2015 and Addendum to Spring(April)
2015/Fall 2014

« Approval of Portia Smith Roof Contract (Atlantic Roofing)
» Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for American Corner

March 9, 2016
- Approval of Archives Collection Policy
« Approval of Candidates for Graduation Fall (December) 2015

April 13,2016
» Approval of Student Accidental Insurance Waiver Policy
- Approval of Commencement Participation

May 18, 2016

- Approval of Candidates for Graduation (Spring) 2016

« Approval of MBA Students to Participate in Commencement Ceremony

- Approval of COB-BAMSI Agreement

- Approval of 2016 Stanley Wilson Award for Excellence in Research: Dr. Raymond Oenbring
- Approval of J.A.N. Builders to be awarded NBC Dorms Foundation Contract

June 22, 2016

- Approval of Authorized Signatories

- Approval of Talent Management Learning University (TMLU) Development Consultant
- Approval of KPMG as external auditors for the auditing period 2016-2018

- Approval of University of The Bahamas (UB) Organizational Chart
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IL CARES FOUNDATION FUNDS HALF-MILLION
DOLLAR EDUCATION ENDOWMENT

College of The Bahamas (COB) President Dr. Rodney D. Smith
welcomed the partnership between the national tertiary institution
and the IL Cares Foundation (ILCF) as the seven winners of the
foundation's “Own Your Bahamas” programme were announced at the
launch of the half million dollar ILFC Endowed Education Fund. Those
winners cover a range of businesses from an organic farm to small
retail outlets. The endowment will play an important role in extending
access to dynamic tertiary education. COB and ILCF are partnering to
provide scholarships for students pursuing business oriented degrees.
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PAY TOTHE

ORDER OF:

DOLLARS

FAMILY GUARDIAN SUPPORTS STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIPS

In keeping with its long tradition of supporting Bahamian students
since 1988, Family Guardian recently presented a cheque of $25,000
to The College for its Family Guardian Scholars Programme. The
scholarship will assist six Bahamian students attending COB. On
hand to accept the cheque on behalf of The College was Ms. Davinia
Blair, Vice President, Advancement (Interim).

From left: Dr. Kerry Higgs, Senior Vice President, Administration Family
Guardian Insurance Company Limited; Mr. L . Edgar Moxey Deputy
Chairman FamGuard Corporation Limited and Ms. Davinia Blair, VP
Advancement (Interim).
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ANNUAL FUND DONORS BY COUNT
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ANNUAL FUND DONORS BY VALUE
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Alumni account for 78% of Annual Fund donors and 45% of the donors by value, with an average donation of BSD$80.
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